Backpackers, restaurant, shops, childcare and motel
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Cable skiing will be the newest sport in Mackay after the council gave preliminary approval for the giant complex, which will include a motel and
backpacker resort, to be built in Beaconsfield.

Water sports right
for low-lying land

iy OWEN JACQUES

e N [ CUes B d eyt Cury Com

THE council has found the
perfect way to deal with
land that traditionally
goes underwater during
heavy rain,

They will build two
lakes there and turn it into
a water sporis park.

Known as ‘Andergrove
Lakes', the area on the
corner of Cutler Drive and
Beaconsfield Road and
towards Glenpark Street,
will have one lake for

novice skiers and another
for the more advanced.

This will allow Mackay
people to jump on the
water without buying a
speedhoat.

Cable skiing works by
having a large steel me-
chanism above the lake
connected to a cord for the
skier.

Az the skier is pulled
around by the cord, they
can tackle jumps, ohsta-
cles, or just learn to stand
up on the skis or wake-
board.

The giant facility is
planned to be built on
more than 36 hectares, and
feature a backpackers
resort, restaurant, shops,
childeare centre and mo-
fel

The preliminary applica-
tion was approved by
Mackay Regional Council
vesterday, and Couneillor
Dave Perkins sald it was a
“bloody fantastic™ thing
for the region.

He said there would be
new residential areas built
that would surround the

waterpark, and those
buyers would be complete-
ly aware of the upcoming
development.

“As long as it's deve-
loped in such a way to
protect the residents from
noise,” Cr Perkins said.

“For me, this could be
the next big catalyst to
bring people into Mackay.™

He said the low-lying
land from behind Whit-
sunday Anglican School,
te the Norris Road in-
tersection, was often
prone to Nooding, and it
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was a relief to have a pro-
ject that would actually
benefit from heavy rain.

“It's a great outcome,”
he said.

“In terms of capturing
water, it will be great for
the area. For couneil, it's a
good outcome for land that
you would have to be very
careful with.,

“You worry about what
could have gone in there”

There was no construe-
tion timeline because the
approval process was in its
early stage.




